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“To: Chatlene Blackwelder
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P My name is Rebccca L Hen-on and I am an mvcstlgator wnh thc Dcpartment cf Scc:al
Services, Tam writing this for Charlene Blackwelder with the Rock Hill Polie Department. This

: _' ~- * fetter.is an account of the interview I conducted with Mr. Bllly Cope and Mrs. Mary Cope on -
:_.'chcmbcr 29, 2001 at3 45pm, . SRS

- . Mr.Cope stated that Amanda had her own bedroom and had for the past. three yeats, He
" stated that Jessica and Kyla shared a room and he and his wife had the third bedroom: He stated .
K __'that his room was directly across from Amanda’s room and Jessica and- Kyla’s room was next to
- " " Amanda’s down the hall from his. He stated that he slept with his door open at ni ight and so did
. Jessica and Kyla. He stated that the hall light was left on for Jessica and Kyla and that Amanda
slept wnth her door closed due to the light shinning into her room. He stated that Kyla went to
* " bed around 9:30pm, Jessica at 10:30pm and Amanda at 11 :30pm due to necdlng to practice her

- violin after her mom left; for work on third shift. He stated that everything was normal onthe

S mght of November 28th, and it was just like any other mght He stated that he went to bed . .
" ‘shortly after all the girls did. He stated that he has slcep apnea and he was requlrcd to sieep with -
amask over face that forced air into his nose to keep him breathing at night. He stated that the

*machiné ran constantly all night and was very loud. He stated on the morning of November 29,

~ 2001 he woke up and called from his room for Amanda to get him a glass of water.- He stated
that he got no response and called for her again. He stated that it was strange because she always
answered l'mn with a “ycs sir.” He stated that he scréamed as loud as he could the thlrd tlme and



- with still no response he got up and fan to her door; He stated that he had to k:ck the door in due B _' '

. . to Amanda having her closet door opened against the bedroom door to keep more of the hall llght?' L

! "out of her toom. He stated that he tripped and stubbed his toe on the bed rail and he saw ‘Amanda. .
- -lying f face down on the bed. He stated that he rolled her over and her shirt was. pulled up over the-f R

.. back of her head and her bra was up over one breast. ‘He stated he jerked her shirt down' and by '

*" . ‘that time Jessica and Kyla were at Amanda’s door. He stated he told them to go to the hvmg o
":room He stated that Amanda was cold to the touch, she was purple, her lips lips were five tlmeq L

L there normal size and her tongue was pertruding and swollen. He stated that she was stiffand -

" 'that her arms were up under her chin and hands grasping at the ribbon from: her favonte blanket
" ihat had been tom away from the edge of the blanket. He stated he moved her armg down and

" that the automatically went back into the position they.were when he found her.- Hestated that .~
- ““hér rooni was in normal condition except the bed was shifted away from the wall somewhat, He

" stated that he had not been in her room ali week and that hé rarely went in there; 'He stated he | o

- then called 911 and the Fire Department was the first to respond, He stated that the blanket . _
" *’ribbon was Wrapped around her neck five times. He stated that mom had not been home and was.
" at work. Mom stated that she worked third shift at Liner Heéalth Products (thxrd shift begins dt

B 11 :00pm). She stated that she didn’t see how Amanda looked and as dad reaccounted the story “"..f -

O was the first time Mrs; Cope had heard any detdils of the events of the: mommg and the condltlon_ '

~¢fher daughter Cm observed mom to be very upset and crying and cried out when heard of her - o

‘?;'i‘-f daugliter’s appearance. She stated that everything fine when went to work mght of November

28 2001, 'Mom and Dad both stated that Amanda was an outgoing and happy elnld They stated o |
.. ‘that shé did well in school and was on the honor roll.” They stated that she had frienids and played

. the v1olm ‘They stated there was no discipline problems with Amanda and that, shie was & very
. -gveet and giving child, Dad stated he only took blood pressure medicine and Mom hada

" préscription for Zanax cailed in earlier that day by hér OBGYN Dr. Bajha. Mom and Dad stated | .

: .L‘that théy had completed parenting classes, marriage counseling and family couiseling, - They
. stated they had also had a Psyehologlcal Eyaluation completed earlier due to priorDSS = .. .
- involvément, Dad’s DOB-B/ 13/63, Mom’s DOB-10/13/69. Dad-and Mom' denied any sexual

'.’;abuse of the children by ariyone, denied any mental injury to the children, and stated that norrnal -
dlsclphne for the children was time out, groundmg no tv, no phone, can’t go places Dad stated S

that he feels like the incident was more likely an accident than anything else. He stated that .
: _.Amanda did have windows in her room, two of them, but that they were shut and locked when hu., -j.
o entered the room the morning of November 29 2001. ' L




