OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

Moss Justice Center

_ 1675-2A York Highway

York, South Carolina 29745-7430

Tel: (803) 628-3059 » Fax: (803) 628-3075

BRUCE M. BRYANT
Sheriff POLYGRAPH REPORT

I HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THE RESULTS OF THE POLYGRAH EXAMINATION ADMINISTERED ‘TO
| BILLY COPE |
BY DETECTIVE M, L. BAKER OF THE YORK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE ARE AS FOLLOWS;
.DECEPTION INDICATED
Responses indicative of attanpteci_ doception were noted to the relevant test question(s).
The following relevant test questions were used:

(R5) Did you choke Amanda? Answer: No

(R7) Did you choke Amanda causing her to die? Answer: No

(R10) Were you in the room when Amanda died? Answer: No

COMMENTS/REMARKS

During the posttest interview the subject admitted to having choked and beat the victim to death. Subject also admitted having
inserted a broom handle into victim’s anus and vagina, Subject gave a written statement to L. Les Herring of the Rock Hill Police
Department.

Polygraph #:P01-168 Incident 0111291224  Test Date: 11/30/01 Examiner: M .L. Baker

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF'S CORRESPONDENCE IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER.
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On November 30, 2001, Lt. Les Herring of the Rock Hill Police Department brought the
subject Billy Cope to the Moss Justice Center so that a polygraph exam could be
administered to Mr. Cope. The polygraph interview began at approximately 10:45am

with Mr. Cope being advised of Miranda warnings. Cope waived Miranda, he signed both -
a waiver of rights and a consent to polygraph form. A polygraph pre-test worksheet was
also completed on Mr. Cope.

Mr. Cope appeared attentive and calm. There was no outward expression of emotion or
sign that Cope had been crying or otherwise was in distress. Cope advised he had
requested that he be given a polygraph exam. _

Mr. Cope was asked to give the details surrounding his daughter’s death. Cope began by
telling about events starting at 6:30pm Wednesday, November 29, 2001. He went into at
 length about how first his wife, then he, and then the victim, Amanda, helped one of the
-other children with their math homework. Cope gave details about the times and
sequence that various things happened in the household, but he repeatedly changed the
details. Cope finally stated by 1:00am he and all the children were in bed; his wife had
gone to work earlier in the evening. He states he spent only 15 minutes on the Internet
this night and that was to check email. Cope reported he spent most of the evening
studying a Bible quiz book. He initially stated he slept, without waking until ,
approximately 6:00am when the alarm on the portable phone woke him. He then changed
this account to stating he got out of bed around 3:00am to use the bathroom. He states
after using the bathroom he chiécked in on the younger two daughters but not Amanda
and then returned to bed. He reported he woke at approximately 6:004im after having a
dream about the Rapture. In the dream he stated he heard God saying, “ Come up”,

Cope denied every having any sexual feelings for any of his daughters. He denied ever
having had a problem with Internet pornography and stated except for a recent
unsolicited pornographic email, he had not viewed any pornography for a long time,
Cope stated he and his wife had normal sexual relations until recently when she began to
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have medical problems. Cope stated there were no sex toys in the house and that they did
not allow anything like that in the house.

The polygraph test and procedures were explained to Cope and the test questions were
reviewed, Cope was offered a bathroom break at approximately 11:45; he did go to the
restroom at that time. After returning from the bathroom break the polygraph exam was
conducted, Cope co-operated during the exam. Cope failed the polygraph exam and he
was informed of his failing the exam; Cope did not seem surprised that he had failed the
test nor did he show any emotion.

At this time discrepancies in his statements were pointed out to Cope. The case facts were
also reviewed. After approximately 5 to 10 minutes Cope asked if he could have done
this, referring to killing Amada, and not remember having killed her. After more
conversation Cope asked if he could have killed Amanda in his sleep and not remember
it. After these theories were challenged, he stated, “ I must have done it”.

-Cope then stated that everything he had said was pretty true but that he did remember that
he had gone into Amanda’s room after he went to the bathroom at 3:00am. He stated he
had a “hard-on” after using the bathroom and went into Amanda’s room and began to
‘masturbate while standing over Amanda. Cope reiterated that he and his spouse had not
been having sex recently. He stated he was wearing long black pants and underwear but
no shirt and that he had pulled his pants and underwear down to his knees. He stated he
‘doesn’t remember ejaculating but must have ejaculated because he remembers it feeling
“real good”. He stated he normally masturbates into a washeloth but had not brought a
washcloth with him into Amanda’s room. He stated he did not know where the ejaculate
ended up and that he did not clean it up.

Cope stated he had images of this in his head, referring what he had just described and -
tlmtifhecouldseethemhemusthavedoneit.Copestated,“itisallbottledupinside
me”,

Cope then reported Amanda had woke while he was masturbating over her and said, “oh
grossdaddy".Hethenstatedthatthiswasthevoicehehadhemdwhenhewasrefe:ﬁng
to the dream about the Rapture. He stated that he became “enraged” and jumped on top of
Amanda and began to beat her. He stated he hit her on the back and sides of her head
with his hands. Cope demonstrated this by swinging both hands, fists partially closed ina
. Sweeping motion toward the center of his body; this demonstration was unsolicited. He
reported he thought he only hit her twice in that manner. He stated he also grabbed het by
. the back of the head and “slamimed” her face into a video game and he “guessed that was
" how her face got messed up”. Cope had been asked earlier about the injuries to Amanda’s
facebutnoreferencetothisvideogamehadbeenmdepreviousl;idmingthisinterview.
Cope also physically demonstrated this action. Cope was told there were injuries to
Amanda’s stomach or groin area and was asked if he had held Amanda down by placing
his knee in her stomach he stated, “No, I straddled her”.



Cope was asked if he choked her with one hand and he replied “no”, that he had used two
hands and he demonstrated this by placing his hands together with only his thumbs and
index fingers touching. He was asked how long did he choke her and he said “fora
while”, He stated she did struggle a little and that after she went limp he wrapped the
strip of green cloth around her neck and choked her more. Cope demonstrated wrapping
the strip of material around the victim’s neck and pulling the material tight from either
side of the victim’s neck; again this demonstration was unsolicited. Later, Cope stated he
wrapped the cloth around her neck but it did not work right so he took the cloth off and
rewrapped the cloth around her neck and continued to choke her “to shut her up”.

Cope maintzined his composure and still never cried and showed little emotion. He asked
if he “was going to fry for what I did”, and he was advised there wag no way to know
what the punishiment would be. He asked if he could get help, that he was a sick and evil
person to do what he did. Cope seemed to only be concerned for his own well being.

Cope was asked about the injuries to Amanda’s anus and vagina. He stated he could not
have done something like that. He then stated e could see “it”, referring to the attack. He
stated he grabbed a broom that was in the doorway. He stated there were two brooms in
the house, one had a plastic handle and the other broom had a wooden handle. He stated
he used the wooden handled broom on Amanda, He stated he pulled Amanda’s pants and
panties down and “poked the broom handle in her butt first”. He stated he then “poked
her up front” referring to her vagina. Cope stated he did not remember playing with
Amanda’s breasts or inhooking her bra.

When asked why he had done this, referring to the sexual attack, after he had already
masturbated, he stated, “I just wanted to play with my daughter”. Cope was asked what
he had done with the broom after he had used it on Amanda, Cope stated he could not
remember what he did with the broom.

- Cope made the statements “I am a monster” and “I must be sick to have done this”. Cope
again asked about what type of help he could get.

Lt. Les Hetring joined the interview and Cope’s previous statements were reviewed.
Cope was offered and given a soft drink. This was at approximately 1:30pm.

Cope, at this time was asked about a dildo and pornographic videotape that were
supposed fo be in the house but were missing. Cope then stated there had been a dildo
and pornographic tape in the house and that he had Hed earlier about not having sex toys
in the house. He volunteered thiat the dildo was “only & small one™. Hewasaskedwhyhe

“Tied about the dildo and if he had also used the dildo on Atnanda: He stated hé had used ~

the dildo on Amanda and then he corrected himself and stated he could only rémember
using the broom handle on her. He wes asked where the dildo and tape were now and he
stated “I might have thrown them out the back door”. Then he said “ If T threw them out
the back door there are two books with them”, Cope was referring to two pornographic
magazines he stated he had bought two years ago at a Handy Pantry. He described the

. videotape as being a cable version tape and that * you really couldn’t see anything”. He



stated he occasionally used the tape and magazines when he masturbated and that the tape
and magazines had been stored in a bedroom closet. He stated the dildo was kept in
between the mattresses on his bed but had recently failen on the floor while they were

moving bedroom furniture.

Cope was asked why he had thrown the dildo, tape and magazines out the back door. He
stated he was ashamed after he had done what he did to his daughter and didn’t want
them in the house anymore. He stated he should have gotten rid of them a Jong time ago.
Cope volunteered that he had also deleted files in the “Temporary Internet Files” folder
on his computer after throwing the above items away. Cope stated he then went to bed
and went to sleep after putting on the facemask that is attached to his “CPAP”,

Cope stated he woke up and was hoping that the “rapture” had come and that what he had
done to his daughter had not actually happened. He stated when he got out of bed, he
looked in on his two youngest daughters and knew that it, referring to his killing
Amanda, had happened and that Amanda was dead,

Cope asked if he could plead insanity and he was told that we could not answer that -
question. Cope also asked if he could get special protection when he was in jail because
he “knew that they would kill a child molester”. ' o

Cope agreed to give a signed written statement. Lt Herring took the statement, which was
completed at 2:00pm. Cope, escorted by Lt. Herring, left minutes later, Before leaving,
.Copethgnkedusandoﬁ‘eredhishandinahandshake. ' o



YOUR RIGHTS

BEFORE | ASK YOU ANY QUESTIONS, | WANT TO ADVISE YOU OF YOUR RIGHTS.

1. You have the right to remain silent,
2. Anything you say can and will be used against you in a Court of Law.
3. You have the right to talk to an attorney and have him/her present with you while you are being qgestidned.

4. If you cannot afford to hire an attomey, one wilf be appomted to represent you before any questioning,
if you wish.

5. You can decide at any time to exercise these rights and not answer any questions or make any statements.

Do you understand each of these rights | have explained to you? Yes. ”I ue No:

Slgnature

|
Date

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

l am willing to talk to police and answer questions. | do not want an attorney at this time. ! understand
and know what | am domg No promises or threals have been made to me, and no pressure of any kind

has begp pla n.m
L / —-'?// B
INL -

Witﬁesil i Signature
’r//{/cﬁ’/ Pl ey )
Date / 7 Date
Interviewee: - - ”1 [ (,(_. 'ng ‘Date of Btrth % /f 5/1’ 7 Age3 %
* |Education Level: Z[/_"{ u .7 Read: Nes) No Write: Ye;)i No
(Cm:la one) (Circle ona)
Place of Interview: {1\ N <. . - _ Time: /) /s~

Date: H/E‘s}o !
— 7

/)
. . i
interviewer: W\b"\\. L. 130«/ AL

YCSO: 09-2000 Form: Waiver 1



YOUR RIGHTS

BEFORE | ASK YOU ANY QUESTIONS, | WANT TO ADVISE YOU OF YOUR RIGHTS.

1. You have the right to remain silent.
2. Anything you say can and will be used against you in a Court of Law.
3. You have the right to talk to an attorney and have him/her present with you while you are being questioned.

4. If you cannot afford to hire an attorney, one will be appointed to represent you before any questioning,
if you wish. ) )

5. You can decide at any time to exercise these rights and not answer any duestions or make-any statements.

Da you understand each of these rights | have explained to you? Yes: ‘gdié No:

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

i am willing to talk to police and answer questions. | do not want an attorney at this time. { understand
and know what | am domg No promises or threats have been made to me, and no pressure of any kind
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Place of Interview: m;%_ Time: /O 4 S /
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Interviewer: \fh Le. K o—/% Date: | f’} ‘:"j Q¢
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VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

[ B L% Qﬁﬁg[@; COQE know and understand my rights. Having decided to answer
questions dt this tinle. | now make the following statement.
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|1 The statement above consisting of 2 page(s), is made of my own free will. No one has threatened
" me'in any way or promised me special treatment to cause me to make this statement . | am signing my
name in the space below to show that it is my statement and it is the truth.

Signed: Y} %: gggféé Eé;{: pate: /CB0-Of  Time 2. 09
Witness: "AZ_J Page | of 2 .

YCSO. (09-2000) . Form: Statement 1



VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

I, B\ l/fM Wﬂb NES Q) QE , know and understand my rights. Having decided to answer

questions 2k this timk, | now make the followmg statement.
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18)

The statement above, consisting of Z & page(s),is made of my own free will. No one has threatened _
me in any way or promised me special treatment to cause me to make this staterient . | 4m signing my "
name in the space below to show that it is my statement and it is the truth.

Signed: %444 Date: /!'2’00( ";I'ime: 200 i
Wilness: s "éé& Page Z- of &
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